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Miscellany. 


MODERN INNOVATIONS. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sir—If you have ever happened to be at meeting in our village on the 
Sabbath, you will probably remember having seen me lead up my great 
family through the middle aisle, and place them on the right, near the 
pulpit. I have constantly been to meeting, and sat in this very seat, 
(which is one of the best in the house,) for nearly forty years. Ihave 
lately observed with pain and anxiety, that many of our good old cus- 
toms are giving way to modern innovations ; and I wish to lay some of 
my troubles before you, Mr. Editor, hoping that you, or some other 
person, will soon raise his quill on my side for redress. 

My present minister has been settled here for many years, and has 
always been considered as a good man ; but of late he appears so unlike 
himself, that at times, I am somewhat afraid he has in a measure lost his 
reason. I well remember the time when he would often give us as fine 
sermons on politics as could be produced by any man. Indeed, this was 
a subject on which Fused to delight to hear him descant ; for here he 
would show real feeling, and often give such bursts of eloquence that I 
was almost tempted to clap him. ’Tis true he sometimes offended 
some, but they were those whose consciences were weak, or who were 
on the wrong side of the question, and in either case not worth minding. 
And on a certain 4th of July, he spread joy and mirth throughout our 
village, by getting our schoolmaster to make us an oration, and providing 
a fine dinner, at which he himself presided. 1 remember these days— 
but alas! they live only in memory. I do not now ever hear a word 
about my favourite subject, politics, from the pulpit; instead of this, our 
minister is now constantly preaching about “ repentance, and revivals of 
religion, and holiness of heart,” and such things; one sermon about 
which would give me more gloominess than a dozen on politics. I lately 
took the liberty to give him a hint on this subject, and begged he would 
once more bring out some of his old fire, and raise a patriotic spirit in 
our bosoms. But he said his opinions on this subject were changed ; 
that he now believed it wrong for a christian, especially a minister, to be 
engaged in political intrigues. I tried to convince him that he was 
certainly wrong—that he was becoming “ over righteous,” and would 
make all his people gloomy and superstitious at this rate. He replied, 
“ that a minister was accountable to God for the souls of his ‘people, and 
not for their political creed; that he had enough to do to fulfil what was 
already laid upon him,” &c. He said this in a manner so serious, that 
it absolutely made me feel disagreeably. He was just about to retort 
upon me, and give me a sermon upon my unconquerable love of worldly 
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258 Modern Innovations. 


things, when a friend happening to come along, I got off, and have never 
dared to mention the subject since. I cannot but wonder at this , great 
change in our ministers, with respect to their preaching politics. For 
my part I hate innovations. I hate to see old customs falling into disuse; 
and I would give ten times as much to furnish our minister with news- 
papers, if he would only now and then give us a poktical sermon, as | 
now do to all the long list of charitable societies in operation... I would 
give liberally for this worthy object, notwithstanding he often throws out 
hints of my stinginess. I am astonished that preachers of late are so 
unwilling to gratify their hearers in this respect. A rarity of this kind 
would certainly be very acceptable to many hearers. 

When I was a lad, it was customary for the good old people who 
worked hard all the week to be.seen nodding, and sometimes even 
snoring during service. Under my old minister, Mr. Calmfear, I used 
often to fall asleep after hearing his text, and by the time he had fimished 
his sermon I was finely refreshed with my nap. He, good man, used 
indeed to urge us to give our attention, though he would often apologize 
for us, by saying, that he knew “ the spirit was willing, though the flesh 
was weak.” He was aman of feeling and compassion; the Sabbath 
was then a “ day of rest;” and, at first, [thought our present minister 
was going to follow his steps; but here I was much mistaken. He often 
speaks so loud:as to startle one, and has such a melancholy solemnity of 
his voice, that one can’t sleep with ease under his preaching. 1 remem- 
ber one Sabbath after a week’s very hard labour, when I‘had fallen into 
a profound sleep, with many others of my neighbours, all at once the 
preacher stopped, and, in the language of one Whitfield, cried, “ fire, 
fire !”” I jumped from my seat, and looking wildly round, cried, “ where, 
where!’ He looked me full in the face, and replied, “im ‘hell for 
sleepers!” I shruuk back into my seat, and though I have often been 
severely tempted, yet I have never since dared to sleep in meeting. Nor 
is that all. My neighbours have all become so scrupulous and supersti- 
tious on this point, that you see the whole congregation striving to keep 
awake by rising and standing, &c. Now it grieves me sadly to sée these 
new notions destroying the good old customs of our fathers. Thave 
stayed at home several Sabbaths in order to spend it “ in rest ;” but here 
i never better myself, for the parson always calls on me the next morn- 
ing to inquire if I am sick, and never fails to give me a tremendous ser- 
mon, that makes me feel bad all day. If I tell him I stayed at home‘on 
uccount of sickness, why, then he plies me about death, about eternity, 
and about being prepared to die, all which make me feel unhappy. 

I can at this time mention but one more of the mary grievances 
which lie heavily on my heart. A few years ago it was the custom of 


_ our village to meet together at the door of our meeting-house a little before 


the service began. And it was very pleasant to see a groupe of old men, 
like myself, in one place, and a number of young men ‘in another, anda | 
dozen of girls in a third, all glad to meet each other. Here we cotild'in- 
quire about our healths, listen to whatever news was stirring about wars 
or commerce, or whatever it might be, or perhaps talk over the charac- 
ters of those who stood candidates for public offices. Sometimes, too, 
we had letters to give each other, or errands to communicate. All this, 
you know, Mr. Editor, was necessary business, which could not be done 
at any other time, as we meet nowhere else during the week. This ‘was 
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always an interesting season to me, and one in which I never felt at all 
sleepy. But here, too, modern opinions have prevailed. One Sabbath 
in particular we assembled rather earlier than usual, and before the time 
for meeting to begin, our accustomed chat was all over; and perhaps we 
did then go a little too far. I know not whether our minister heard that 
I made a few trifling bargains on that morning, or whether he saw one of 
his neighbours paying the tailor for his new coat, but so it was, that the 
next Sabbath he took his text from the words of Nehemiah tothe Jews; and 
though I could not see how the instructions to the Jews, at that time, were to 
apply to us, yet he gave us such a tremendous lecture that not a soul has 
been since seen standing round the church before or after service. _ I feel 
myself getting old, and though I think I care but very little about this 
world, yet it is a constant grief to me to see such good old practices 
preached out ‘of fashion. ‘Till you will again listen to my complaints, 
Mr. Editor, I must content myself with the reflection that I have a good 
disposition to have an alteration in these respects, though IT want the 
power, HOMO RICTUS. 






REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF AN INFIDEL.* 


Mr. Epiror—An apology from me may be thought necessary, in or- 
der to avert the egotism for coming before the public in a narrative of 
facts and opinions, which relate chiefly to myself.. When it is taken in- 
to consideration, that the public are already in some measure acquaint- 
ed with my case ; when it is. recollected likewise that the enemies of 
the truth have taken advantage of various statements and reports which 
were not literally correct, to declare that the whole affair respecting my 
being awakened and brought to the knowledge of the truth in an-extra- 
ordinary time and manner, was a ‘ base fabrication, having no founda- 
tion in truth,” thereby endeavouring to make it appear, that whatever I 
have said respecting the dealings of God with me, and the exercise of my 
mind was a scandalous attempt to impose upon the credulity of my 
christian brethren and friends ; (not that they have said this in so many 
words, but their statements imply all this ;) when these several particulars 
are taken into consideration, I think every candid mind will acknow- 
ledge that a sufficient cause exists for my coming before the public, with 
a plain statement of facts, relative to my feelings previous to the even- 
ing of. the 8th of January, 1821, the transactions of that evening, and 
the subsequent exercise of my mind. 

In the Spring of 1820, when the revival of religion first commenced in 
New-Haven, my mind was called up to examine the ap aig and see 


_ how. the case stood with me. Ihad been taught to believe that the scrip- 


tures of the Old and New Testament.were the word of Gop, at least so 
my parents taught me ;—but the natural disposition of my heart always 
led me to question the truth of any thing which I could not comprehend. 


* We are well acquainted with Mr. Goldsmith, the writer of the following narra- 
tive, which we copy from the Con, Journal, and are willing to vouch for its truth. 
We have known him as a scoffer of the religion which he now professes:—we low 
know him asa friend and brother, a bold and strenuous advocate of the truth as it 
is in, Jesus, confounding infidels and revilers, by proving Christ te be the Son of 


God, and.exhibiting in his life and conversation the power of Religion.— Editor 
Rel. Inte?. 
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260 Remarkable Conversion of an Infidel. 


I believed that reason was given to man as a sure guide to him, and that 
every thing was tried by that standard, and that whatever after a fair 
investigation appeared to be inconsistent or contradictory, or was not 
capable of mathematical demonstration, was of a questionable charac- 
ter. Among such things were the Holy Scriptures, and the Religion of 
Jesus Christ. The scriptures, after (what I called) a fair exarnination, 
appeared so inconsistent, so unreasonable, and a great part of them so 
unnecessary, that they could not be true. I was confident that the God 
I believed in, was so wise, great and good, that he never would have 
sanctioned such a piece of mummery as the Jewish dispensation appeared 
to be ; in fact I believed, or rather wished and hoped, that the whole 
christian religion, and its formation, was the work of Priestcraft.. It 
was in this situation that the revival of 1820 found me ; the effect was, 
to create in me, in addition to my former sceptical feelings, a bitter hatred 
to the spirit which appeared to be moving on the hearts of many of the 
inhabitants of New-Haven. I therefore set about to arm myself with 
all the arguments which could be found: I searched all the works of 
every infidel which I could find, and my opportunity was great. I 
read Hume, Voltaire, Gibbon and Paine, and felt as if any man who 
would believe in the Bible was a fool. J also read many controversial 
works of different denominations of christians, and heard them dispute 
on their peculiar tenets. Some declared one thing, and some another, 
totally opposite and contradictory to each other ; and each, if we would 
believe its advocates, was exclusively the doctrine of the Bible. Ho- 
ping, wishing and believing that all these contradictory systems could 
be maintained from the scriptures, I naturally supposed that whatever 
rule would prove two principles which were directly opposite, to be 
a false rule. ‘Thus, by setting out on false premises, I came to a wrong 
conclusion. In the mean time the Spirit of God began to move more 
powerfully than at any former period ; meetings were very frequent, 
people in general looked very solemn, christians assumed a new appear- 
ance, and began to act as if there was a work for them to do; they 
began to warn, and to pray for sinners, and sinners began to tremble, 
and in every heart where satan had the prevailing influence he seemed 
determined to arouse a corresponding energy, and to awake to new life 
every evil passion. My heart was one which he led captive at his will, 
and in which he found no difficulty in awakening a feeling like his own. 
¥ hated the Bible ; I hated all those who believed it ; (if they practised 
what they believed ;) I hated christians, if they were Christ-like ; and I 
cannot but indulge my feelings for a moment, when I state that I have 
since passed some of the happiest hours of my life in company of those 
T once hated, in thangsgiving and praise to Him who hath redeemed us 
and washed us in His blood. ‘This was pleasure that left no sting behind 
it, and the contemplation of which will be sweet in a dying hour. 

But to return to the subject :—I used every means in my power to 
bring contempt upon religion and those that professed it. If any idle or 
malicious story got into circulation, I took great pains to spread it ; and 
if I found the story an untruth, I took good care not to contradict it, 
endeavouring in every case to misrepresent the motives and actions of 
those who professed to be christians. I left off going to meeting almost 
entirely, and as far as was in my power, prevented my family from go- 
ing. In fine, I vented my malice in every way which satan could sug- 
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gest, or my wicked heart improve. In this state of mind I remained 
without any material alteration till the evening of the 8th of January. 
At this time my family were not intown ; I had broken up house-keep- 
ing, and hired myself out for the winter ; but had reserved my evenings 
to myself, calculating to spend them in dissipation and pleasure, and if 
possible to confirm myself in the infidel principles I had adopted. On 
the 8th of January it was thought proper by a number of gentlemen to 
celebrate the anniversary of the famous battle of New-Orleans, by hav- 
ing asupper aud drinking a few patriotic toasts, in honor of General 
Jackson, and the brave men who gained that victory. The thing was 
accordingly undertook, and in the course of that day a person called at the 
store where I was, and invited the gentleman with whom I resided, and 
myself to attend, and in the evening I attended. A large and respecta- 
ble party of gentlemen sat down at the table; every thing was conducted 
with decency and order, and after eating supper and drinking a few pa- 
triotic toasts, the principal part of the assembly retired, not far from 
10 o’clock. 

A few, with myself, remained at the table awhile longer, singing pa- 
triotic and other' songs; after some time, two or three of us came down 
stairs. I sat down in the bar-room, and two or three more retired. 
Soon after the remainder came down stairs, and part went into the 
bar-room, and part into the room opposite, and began to sing: the rest 
soon followed them, and for a few minutes I was left alone; shortly 
after, however, I went into the other room myself, and they were 
singing these words ;—“ There shall be mourning at the Judgment 
seat of Christ,” “O there'll be mourning,” &c. chorused by Glory 
to God, in imitation of the manner of the Methodists, who used that 
hymn in their religious conferences. A moment after I came into 
the room, while they were singing, the idea that there would be a 
final judgment, and that there would be mourning at the judgment 
seat of Christ, and who it would be that would mourn there, came 
across my mind; and it was manifest to me that myself and the 
others there engaged with me, would be among the chief mourners on 
that awful occasion. ‘The feelings of my mind were indescribable, but 
terrible. Directly after this, before I had said any thing, some one no- 
minated me to preach a sermon; and the observation was made, that as 
there had been singing and prayer,* the thing could not be complete 
without asermon. ‘The impulse could not be resisted, and I endeavoured 
to describe my views of the subject, and the awful situation in which I 
saw myself. I warned them, and told them truths of what I believe 
they will one day be convinced. When I got through, which I believe 
was about one o’clock, I retired, and some of the others also; I do not 
know but all did, for all left that room. I went home, but not to sleep : 
my life and character passed in solemn review before me, and it was no 
pleasing sight. My doubts of the truth of God’s word and the gospel of 
Christ were all gone. I fully believed they were true, and I also knew 
that I was for ever debarred the privilege of being a partaker in the hap- 
piness and glory there set forth-—at least 1 thought so: the depraved 
nature of my own heart was set before me; all the warnings from my 
parents and from other Christians were then remembered ; all the warn- 


_* There was no one went to prayer, but one mocked am eld man who made a 
singular prayer. 
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262 Remarkable Conversion of an Infidel. 


ings I had received from the various dispensations of God’s providence, 
by sickness, and narrow escapes from death, seemed to speak as the 
voice of God, saying, “ Because I have called and ye have refused,” 8c. 
Proverbs i. 25th, 26th, and 27th. 

My day of mercy was gone by—O, what opportunities I had lost ; but 
there was nothing before me “ but a certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment, and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” Pray 
I dared not, for every blessing had been offered to me, and I had spurned 
it from me. Thus I passed a sleepless night: in the morning it became 
necessary for me to form some resolutions, as I was going out into the 
world, and this thing would not be kept secret : the question would be 
asked me, and: what shall I say? At that moment I believe satan lent 
me all his power to make the desperate determination of despair. I saw 
no prospect of mercy; die I must; and pride said, drive all these things 
from your mind, and if you must die, do it like a man of courage ; drown 
all such feelings in the bowl, and as you have lived like a fool, die like a 
madman, Accordingly I made the rash attempt, and went to the same 
public house where we had passed the preceding evening. There I 
found some of the same persons with whom that evening was spent, and 
I endeavoured by every means in my power to drive all reflection from 
my mind. I endeavoured to make the company believe that the trans- 
action was but the result of a momentary impulse, and that there was 
nothing on my mind of more weight than common. [I drank with them, 
and endeavoured to join them in all their lightness and mirth; but in the 
midst of this career to death, conscience resumed its office, and its rebuke 
was terrible—my resolution and strength failed before it, and I was 
obliged to leave the place with feelings of great horror. The atrocity 
of the attempt which I had made to destroy myself, by trampling under 
foot the spirit of grace, by despising reproof, and by “ counting the 
blood of the coyenant an unholy thing,” was shown to me in its proper 
light, together with all its unhappy consequences’; the just vengeance of 
God hung over my devoted head ; one hour previous I might have found 
mercy ; now it was eternally too late. Still, however, when any one 
during the day asked me, I told them I had nothing on my mind. The 
Bible was now a consistent book—consistent in my condemnation ; I was 
alone inconsistent : I wondered how christians could have suffered me 
to be going the broad road, and yet never faithfully warn me of my dan- 
ger. But now “ the harvest was past, the summer was ended, and my 
soul was”—.ost. J felt in some little degree what was the value of the 
soul, and endeavoured in a feeble manner to warn others of their danger. 
It appeared to me mercy could reach every being in a state of probation 
but myself. 

I did not doubt God’s power to save—but it appeared to me that if 
any person in the world was to be damned, I was that person; none ap- 
peared so fit for it; none had sought for it so carefully; none so richly 
deserved it, I conversed with Christians; they told of the boundless 
mercy and goodness of God—of his willingness to save even to the ut- 
termost all that would come to him ; but all was in vain with me, the 
“ master of the house had risen and shut to the door.” Thus I passed 
comfortless days and sleepless nights ; I went to christians and confess- 
ed how I had felt towards them, agro b those who in any mea- 
sure endeavoured to do their duty to their fellow men.—I had tried to 
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blacken the character of the Ministers of Christ, by every means in my 
power. With some I have had an opportunity to converse, and have 
made satisfaction as far as acknowledgment would do it; to others, 
particularly to Mr. Nettleton and Mr. Maffit, I have had no opportunity 
todo it; if I had I certainly should have done it. And for fear I shall 
never see their faces in the flesh, I take this opportunity, thus publicly to 
declare, that the feelings of my heart toward them, and my conduct and 
conversation respecting them, were in the spirit of the Prince of Dark- 
ness, and that the hatred which I had towards them, was not for any evil 
they had done, but because they bore some resemblance to him they pro- 
fessed to serve. “ The world loveth its own ;” and had they been of 
the world I should not have hated them. | In this situation of mind I re- 
mained till Thursday evening, with the exception of being obliged to 
own in the course of that day that I had something on my mind, which 
distressed me. On Thursday evening I west to meeting; but I was a 
stranger there ; no comfort was there for me; I wished I was a chris- 
tian, but knew noe way to be one; 1 did net know how to repent. On 





*. 


Friday evening I went to the Conference room to meeting—what for I - 


knew not; I did not expect to get any thing which would do me any 
good. I was past good; I was only waiting the execution of the just 
sentence of an offended God : Mr. Taylor preached from these words, 
*“ that every mouth may be stopped, and a!l the world may appear guilty 
before God ;” it was a sermon I[ had heard all the week—but he brought 
the subject to light in a clearer manner, showing the complete glory and 
beauty of the law of God, and the awful nature of man’s transgression, 
in a manner which [ cannot describe ; I felt like a guilty rebel receiving 
the sentence of condemnation; every eye was turned on me—and to 
make my wretchedness complete, the congregation rose up and united 
in singing a hymn. I could notrise—it was beyond my power: the beau- 
ty of the worship of God, the happiness of the saints, and all the en- 
joyments which I had irrecoverably lost, came across my mind like a 
torrent ; there was a gulf fixed between me and the righteous, as 
broad as the distance between heaven and hell; it was impassable also ; 
the presence of Christ when he met his people was insufferable ; it seem- 
ed to me, if I could have sunk to the bottomless pit, [should have found 
company more congenial to my nature and disposition : in fine, I believe 
I had some idea how a sinner would feel in heaven without a new heart. 
Another morning came, and with it one new idea, that, as God had pre- 
served my life through the week, possibly he might have mercy in store 
even for such a rebel as me; then I began to pray, not only to pray 
myself, but I felt as if I wished every person who had an interest at the 
throne of grace would use it in my behalf, and be earnest also. One of 
the brethren prayed with me a number of times; others I believe re- 
membered me in their hearts, and carried my case to Him whois able to 
help ; but my heart was exceeding hard, full of unbelief and pride. 
On Saturday evening I went to visit Mr. Thatcher; I had harboured a 
great enmity against his people, and I confessed my feelings to him and 
some of the brethren who were at his house, and he prayed with me ;—I 
then left his house and went to a place where I had been in the habit of 
spending considerable time, in hopes to find some of my old friends 
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there, to tell them the awful danger of their situation. I did find some 
of them, and I endeavoured to discharge the duty I had undertaken. 
After 1 had described as far as I was able the terror of God’s wrath, I 
attempted to tell of a Saviour’s love; it was something I had not felt, 
but as I spoke of it, I felt it: the plan of salvation by a Redeemer, the 
amazing love of God to a sinful world, was something beyond descrip- 
tion glorious: the children of God know what it is; they have felt 
what I cannot describe, viz. the love of Christ. That night was a night 
of joy and peace to my soul; I “ knew on whom I had believed.” From 
that time till the present I cannot say but I have at all times believed 
that he was faithful who had called me, though my own short comings 
are such, and my heart is so full of unbelief and prone to evil, that if his 
mercy was not infinite, I should have no hope; but it is, and he has 
declared, ‘ because I live ye shall live also.” 

These things I have stated because there has been so many reports 
respecting my case, (some made by those who merely mistook from 
wrong information, and meant well—some by those who did not mean 
to tell the truth themselves, nor suffer it to be told by others if they 
could help it,) that the public and particularly my christian brethren 
did not know what to depend upon. Particulars I have not gone into, 
for I cannot do it on paper: but these are the outlines, and I commit 
this statement to the public, with a solemn reference to the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men’s hearts by Jesus Christ, hoping my 
enemies will conduct themselves in such a manner as to be able to an- 
swer, for both their actions and their motives to him that judgeth right- 
eously. That they and I may meet in peace at the right hand of God 
through the mercy of Jesus Christ, is the sincere prayer of 

A. B. GOLDSMITH. 

New-Haven, July 16, 1821. 


P. S. Thus, Mr. Editor, I have endeavoured to state fairly and 
candidly the dealings of God with my soul. The apology I have made I 
think is sufficient; should any one think to the contrary, they will, I 
hope, forgive me. But before I leave the public, I would say a word re- 
specting Capt. Augur’s account of the affair, which has so publicly beea 
declared to be a falsehood, “ having no foundation in truth,” and ac- 
companied with a threat of “further investigation.” I would inform 
whom it may concern that there was anerror in his statement, that the 
meeting was not got up as a mock conference ; neither did the main body 
of the party consist of infidels. But, to say that there was not infidels 
there, is an assertion I dare not risk. One I know there was, “ real 
practical infidel,” and others I believe there were, for his practice met 
no opposition from them ; therefore taking into consideration the traus- 
actions of that night, and the transactions of other nights and days, 
which can be brought, if a “ further investigation” should be thought 
necessary, I must say that it is no slander to New-Haven to say, that it 
contains in it “ real practical infidels !’’—The other statements in Mr. 
Augur’s Letter are true. 
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REVIEW.—Wann’s Farewe.tt Lerrens, &c. 


Our readers may perhaps think that an article of five octavo pages is 
quite sufficient, to announce a small volume of 250, duodecimo. We 
hope, however, that they will not immediately resolve to throw aside 
these mine pages more, which are now offered for their perusal. Mr. 
Ward’s work furnishes topics for a commentary quite. as long as the 
book itself, and an abler hand than ours might so enlarge upon them as 
to interest and benefit our readers. If abler hands, however, decline 
the labour, we must be excused in our attempt, whether we succeed or 


fail. 


Our last article referred singly to the Peninsula of Hindoost’han ; of 
course there yet remains unnoticed the letters which do not relate to that 
country in particular; containing many suggestions and arguments of 
great worth, in respect to the propagation of Christianity through the 
whole earth. The first letter, entitled, “Reflections on returning to 
England,” and portraying briefly the progress of religion for the last 
twenty years; the second, “On the present spiritual state of the world, 
and on the causes which have led to the neglect of the command of 
Christ to preach the gospel to every creature ; 
ture state of the Heathen ;” the tenth “ On the necessity of a ter 
union in prayer for the divine influence ;” the seventeenth, “On the 
certainty of the final triumphs of Christianity ;” the eighteenth, “Toa 
Missionary student—advice on the importance and duties of the Mission- 
ary life;”’ the twenty-sixth, “On the answers to prayer, as seen in the 
present remarkable movements among the Heathen,” have all an excel- 


lent tendency. 


We confess we regretted to find the history of the Mennonites* making 
so considerable a part of a work, which, otherwise, would have been 
remarkably happy for its unity and simplicity. As it is, we believe 
most readers will omit the four letters on this sect, until they have read 
twice, at least, the more interesting parts of the volume. We acknow- 
ledge for ourselves, that we did not read them at all, until after our last 
article had gone to press, and even then, rather in rigid adherence to our 
resolution, never to review a book which we have not read, than from 
any willingness to descend from the elevating and interesting considera- 
tions which already occupied our minds. 

The greater part of the remarks on America, contained in letters 
24th and 25th, seem to.us equally out of place, and appear ae trivial, 
in contrast with the elevated character of the work at large. 
author were at all injudicious to insert the portions above referred to, 
we may expose ourselves, if we continue our remarks, to a similar cen- 
sure, without receiving or deserving that warm approbation on the 
whole, which every sensible and pious reader will bestow upon Mr. 


Ward. 


We proceed therefore to our object in this article, which is to present 


what may be called the domestic one of the Missionary — It is 
very worthy of remark that Mr. Ward does not plead for Indi 


Vou. VII. 
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(Concluded from p. 239.) 


? the third, “On the fu- 


ut if the 


alone, 
* See Letters 19th, 20th, 2ist, 22d. 
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but for the whole Heathen world, nor yet for the Heathen world alone, 
but for unevangelized men, even in the heart of Christendom. From 
him we catch the true Missionary echo. Weare saying, as we send our 
messengers to the distant heathen, “ Go—preach the gospel to every 
creature.” ‘The same voice returns back to us, living amid “ the last 
remains of Heathen darkness,” as if from distant hills we caught the 
echo ; “ preach the gospel to every creature.” 

It has been repeatedly objected to the Missionary work, that it sent 
away lis agents from an appropriate sphere, which Providence had 
clearly marked out for them at home; and it has been properly replied ; 
“ There is that scattereth and yet increaseth,” an answer which expe- 
rience justifies; for, when were so many ministers ever furnished ; when 
was the constantly increasing ministry ever so abundantly blessed, as 
since our own country has sent some of her ministers away to the Hea- 
then? But the increased success of a rapidly increasing ministry is not 
the only blessing we derive from Missionary effort. We are gathering 
from our foreign enterprises, principles and motives, which prepare us 
for a more entire diffusion of our stagnant blessings. From our effort to 
pers ye the Heathen, we are learning the way to evangelize our own 
people; to disengage the clogged leaven, that it may more quickly, 
“ Jeaven the whole lump.” 

In the following passages, Mr. W. intimates, that many Christians 
have, by misapprehension and misapplication of doctrine, unwittingly 
checked the word of God, and deferred the success which would have 
shown it more gloriously to be the “ power of God unto salvation.” 


Those views of the divine sovereignty which diminish, in the mind of the reci- 
pient, all compassion for the unconverted, and every influential impressiomof the 
absolute and inseparable connexion between the end and the means, must necessarily 
produce an indifference to the use of means, where vigorous effort is required, and 
where expense is to be incurred. 

Those ideas of the atonement, which preventa minister from pressing the gospel 
calls and invitations upon the attention of the unconverted, must, in a great degrec, 
unfit such a person for the work assigned to ministers in the commission of the Lord 
Jesus.—p. 26. 

It is possible also, so to preach on the subject of election, as to please a congrega- 
tion, by bringing them to indulge the most contracted ideas of the kingdom of Christ, 
exhibiting it only in connexion with the awful displays of divine justice, instead of 
expanding the mind, and stimulating it to exertion, by exhibitions equally scriptural, 
but in which we behold the whole world brought into the fold of Christ.—p. 30. 

It is to be deplored that so few of our ministers fully preach the gospel, pleading 
with, and pressing sinners to embrace it, as the puritans did with such distinguished 
success. Dr. Chalmers, in a sermon I heard him preach at Glasgow in June last, 
from “‘ Good-will to men,” gave a fine specimen of what preaching these glad tidings 
should be. False Calvinism has done incalculable mischief where it has not actu- 
ally carried men into antinomianism. How often has it placed ministers where 
they have become the very antipodes of the Saviour. They glory in confining the 
preaching of the gospel to the very minutest fragment of the human race, instead of 
pressing it upon the acceptance of every creature within their reach.—pp. 51, 52. 


This is the proper Missionary re-action. Ignorant altogether of the 
“ secret things” of a mysterious but decided election, the Missionary 
goes, and the Christian public send him, to sow the good seed, the word 
of God, believing that it shall not return void; but, that he that soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. He finds the promise of God, 
respecting the efficacy of his word confirmed by the test of experiment, 
and a rich harvest cheers his eyes. Surely then our duty at home 
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is plain. There is no such respect of persons with God as demands a 
greater limitation of labour, faith and hope, in Christian than in heather 
lands. It is not our duty to gather in God's elect, but to proclaim his 
law to all, his gospel to all ; itis not our privilege merely to say, “ the 
judge of all the earth will do right,” but to hope and expect that where- 
ever we sow the divine word bountifully, we shall reap also bountifully ; 
and we have sufficient warrant to put ourselves humbly, but confidently 
to the work of universal salvation, henceforth expecting till the de- 
lightful expectation is fulfilled in the fact of universal piety ; hence- 
forth labouring to enlarge the place of our tent, and to stretch forth the 
curtains of our habitations, while HE alone will see to the execution of 
his holy, hidden, mysterious designs. 

The remarks of the author upon the christian ministry, though in our 
view in some respects objectionable, furnish another important speci- 
men of Missionary re-action ; and would the thousands of Ministers in 
Christendom follow up, in the true spirit of his remarks, the design of the 
christian ministry, no doubt the effects would be soon visible in a general 
and glorious reformation. 


It is too common to confine the christian ministry to the building up of the church. 
Many ministers, I fear, seldom preach but to believers, and about their duties and 
privileges. Treating the Bible as a text-book, and finding it full of that which is to 
make the man of God perfect, they imagine that they cannot be wrong while they 
preach from the Bible and according to it; seldom asking themselves this question, 
‘‘To accomplish what objects was the christian ministry instituted?” But ought 
we not to understand, that the Bible is thus full of instruction to the believer, that 
he may stand in less need of the labours of him, whose main work is to call sinners 
to repent and believe the gospel? Is it any wondei, when the minister makes so 
small a reference to the unconverted, that the people should feel no concern for the 
heathen? It cannot be matter of surprise, that additions to such churches are so 
rare: the conversion of sinners is not sought after; it makes no prominent part of 
the work of the minister. And if he were to devote much of his preaching to the 
calling of sinners, he would inevitably be placed among those who are mere novices 
in the knowledge of christian mysteries. A celebrated preacher in Scatland was 
spoken of one day, in my hearing, for this very reason, as standing in need of some one 
to teach him the way of the Lord more perfectly. And thus the christian ministry is 
confined to teaching,* and the sublime work of preaching is almost laid aside. 
Hence a vast pulpit preparation is necessary to produce incessant variety, to hu- 
mour the taste of the people, to keep them satisfied with their state, and to avoid 
the shadow of an opinion ‘vhich has not passed the human ordeal. In the cold and 
dull effects arising out of this system, we see the infliction of that punishment which 
might be expected to follow such a departure from the charge given at Bethany. 
Not only are sinners not converted, but these services, except where extraordinary 
talents are possessed, are, for the most part, exceedingly destitute of interest. A 
meeting for prayer is often much more edifying. The fact is, that most of the pro- 
fessors in England, &c. labour under a preaching surfeit; hence so many bad hu- 
mours break out, plainly indicative of the nature of the disease. And yet some mi- 
nisters are alarmed, lest the engagements of their hearers in Sunday school and 
other exercises, should destroy their personal religion. But gospel blessings are to 
be expected, much more in active engagements, than in a care only for personal 
enjoyments: see Genesis xii. 2. Prov.xi.25. And the evident blessing of God rest- 
ing on those who thus devote themselves to the good of others, especially of the 
rising generation, removes every shadow of doubt on this interesting point. When 
a minister, whose life has been spent in the work of teaching, and whose ministry 
has had little reference to the extension of the kingdom of Christ, comes to die, he 
can have no share in the consolation flowing from Daniel, xii. 3—** They that turn 
many to righteousness shall shine as the stars forever and ever.” How different the 


* The offices of apostles and prophets have ceased in the church, if the word prophets in Ephes. 
iw. 2, signify those who interpreted the discourses delivered in an unknown t But where is 
the next order, the evangelists, and why are pastors or teachers the only order left? Does not this 
simple fact [argument] supply the testimony of volumes, and prove that our churches have lost 
sight of the great object of their existence ’ 
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close of a life in which the minister has spent all his energies in pleasing his people, 
to that of the minister, however small his parts, who has been successful in *¢ win- 
— souls.” Prov, xi. 30. . 

her ministers dwell almost exclusively on the privileges of believers; scarcely 
daring to touch at all on duty and obligation, lest they should be considered as le- 
galists; and this is so Suited to the unsanctified taste of men, that the hearers not 
unfrequently compel the minister to become himself the example of the effects of 
his own doctrine: they contribute scarcely enough to keep him from starving.— 
pp- 26-29. 

The plan at present of localizing a minister for a mere Sunday exhibition, making 
no provision whatever for preachiug the gospel to every creature, I cannot but con- 
sider as selfish and vicious. It is surely the duty of every christian society, to 
maintain, in the first place, an evangelist, expressly for preaching to the unconvert- 
ed ; and if they cannot maintain two ministers, they may safely depend, for the 
building up of believers, upon those more retired services which have been found 
so truly edifying to pious minds; perhaps more so than public exhibitions. Ido not 
say that this evangelist should go to foreign countries: let him be wholly employed 
in the town, and in his own chapel, in seeking the Jost, in preaching to the uncon- 
verted: this is his proper work.—pp. 189, 190. 

I rejoice that you have begun a christian mission; and that you no longer exhi- 
bit the awful spectacle, lately so common in this country, that of a chrisiian com- 
munity making no efforts for the spread of the gospel, and exhibiting less of benevo- 
lent feeling than many associations not religious. 

Your missionary labours may not be so extended as to excite great public atten- 
tion; but a “spirit of supplication” may do more for you than if your resources 
placed you at the head of all the missionary societies.—p. 248. 

Let a christian minister bend his principal attention to preaching the gospel, 
that is, instructing the world to which he is sent.—p. 32. 


We think our author under some mistake as it relates to the present 
evangelizing spirit of the christian ministry, and that he makes too little 
account of it in “ the edifying of the Church.” When he says, “ the 
christian ministry is confined to teaching, and the sublime work of preach- 
ing is almost laid aside,” we think he represents the case of unevan- 

lized men in christian countries as rather worse than it is. We should 
think that evangelical ministers at large, are very far from confining their 
ministry to believers, and that there is every where considerable effort 
to convert sinners. Still they fall short of their duty as the ministers of 
Jesus, and imitate Him too little in seeking those that are lost. Par- 
ticularly, they err in the narrowness of their design. How few put 
themselves with zeal, faith and hope, to the sublime project of a uNIVER- 
SAL CONVERSION ! It is one thing to preach the truths of a glorious gospel 
before a few hundred habitual attendants at the sanctuary, hoping and 
expecting that a few will be constantly gathered in to strengthen the 
feeble band, or that an occasional revival will strengthen the things 
which are ready to die; and another, in the aggressive spirit of 
christianity,* to go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them 
to come in, in a full conviction that after every ingathering, “ yet there 
is room,” and in a full confidence of a day of power, in which the mul- 
titude shall be willing, constantly aiming at a universal conversion. It 
is one thing, (like one of our clerical acquaintances a few years ago, in 
the time of awakening among his people,) to have a faith, “ that a hun- 
dred will be converted ;” and another, to be like a clergyman, mentioned 
by one of our correspondents, “ who has had a revival in his parish for 
two years, and has full faith that every sinner in his society will be 
brought into the Redeemer’s kingdom.” 

We are fully persuaded that the command under which, in truth, all 
ministers act, makes it their primary duty to labour for the conversion 
* See Christian Herald, Vol. VII. p. 621. 
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of those that are out of the way ; that, as there is joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons who 
need no repentance, so the labours and anxieties of ministers and good 
men on earth, should fasten more upon the converting of a single sinner, 
than upon the edifying ofa host of believers. Much more then, by an 
infinite difference, should their cares and anxieties fasten upon the multi- 
tudes all around them, that “know not God, and obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” We are persuaded, too, that while the minister 
turns his own attention and that of his church to the miseries of others, 
he will be using the most efficacious means for promoting his own, and 
their growth in grace. And we wish most heartily, that our author’s 
remarks on the proper duties of Christ’s ministers, may persuade them: 
to a more full devotedness to the great business of converting mankind, 
as well those who remain at home as those who go to convert Pagan na- 
tions. We receive his words as the proper re-action of the Missionary 
spirit ; the outpouring of the missionary’s grief, over deserted commu- 
nion tables, empty churches, and all the desolations of unchristianized 
Christendom ; over the dreadful remnant of unconverted men. Surely 
the ministry will hear and will obey the echo of their own voice— 
“ Preach the gospel to every creature.” 

- Nevertheless, when we consider that, of those who profess to be the 
disciples of Christ, many may be his enemies; that of those who are 
truly his disciples, many fall very far short of imitating his example and 
adopting his principles, we feel that Mr. W. has left too much in the 
back ground the business of ministers, in regard to those who ge to 
be converted ; and that we should not gather from his pages a due im- 
pression of the importance of a learned and pious ministry, to warn, re- 
prove, rebuke; “to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood,” “ for the perfecting of the saints, for the edifying the 
body of Christ.” 

Under a similar re-action of the Missionary spirit, our author states 
the duty of christians at large. 


There is scarcely a single body of christians on earth, that has not lost the Saat 
mitive energy and enterprise, in a thorough subjection to doctrinal or prac 
SELFISHNESS.—p. 25. 

In the spirit of selfishness, a society, say of three hundred members, maintain @ 
man to gratify them by a religious exhibition every Sabbath day, without any re- 
ference to the state of the unconverted, or at least with a very partial one. nce 
three parts out of four of the congregations in America and England do nothing, or 
next to nothing, for the conversion of the wicked in their own streets.—p. 30. 

Surely every christian society should consider, that they are united together, not 
for themselves, but for the extension of the kingdom of Christ.—>p. 31. 

Let every gift in the church be employed in the instruction of the young, in visit- 
ing the abodes of the ignorant and the afflicted, in distributing tracts and the Holy 
Scriptures, and let the gifted members edify the church in meetings of church-mem- 
bers; and then the church will assume an attitude truly primitive. And if the 
members be really imbued with the spirit of christianity, the energies of this 
christian provision* for the teaching of the whole world, will soon be seen in the 
change wrought upon the surrounding population, 

Whatever apologies may be made for the inactivity of christian societies, while 
under the overwhelming power of antichrist, these apologies, in America and Bri- 
tain, can be accepted no longer; and let us hope, my dear friend, that no doctrinal, 
no practical errors will now be permitted to enfeeble those energies derived from 


Calvary and from Pentecost, and which are ultimately to give to the Lord Jesus 
universal dominion.—pp. 32, 33. 


* To that our Lord Jesus Christ has commanded his church to teach all nations, without 


affording the means of obeying this command, would be highly profane. There is this power some- 
where: where is it? 
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This is the principle of principles; the very marrow of Missionary 
divinity. The author’s observations are made in connexion with the 
duty of sending the gospel to the heathen, but he evidently applies them 
to the duties of christians living among unconverted men. It is pleasing 
to observe the re-action of the Missionary spirit in this repect, in the va- 
riety of efforts that are beginning to be made upon destitute regions, de- 
caying parishes, neglected poor, neglected seamen, neglected children. 
Still we are sure that we are very far from acting up to the spirit of Mr. 
Ward’s remarks ; very far from obeying the echo of our own voice, while 
we send our messengers away to foreign lands. “Surely (we repeat 
from Mr. Ward) every christian society should consider that they are 
united together, not for themselves, but for the extension of the kingdom 
of Christ.” Oh, where are such societies—such churches? Do our 
churches att on this principle? Do our ministers head their little 
bands on this principle? Do they seek, earnestly, steadily, wisely, 
pbs not their own, but the things which are Jesus Christ’s ? 

f there be a failure here, not merely in our neglect of the heathen, but 
in a neglect of our own people, as we fully believe there is, we would 
not attribute it altogether to want of love to souls and love to Christ, but 
partly to a defect in principle. The idea prevails too much that there 
are two sorts of christian principle, one which common christians 
may adopt, the other which all missionaries must adopt. The one ad- 
mitting as much as the christian pleases to bestow or to labour, on the 
ground of charity,—of free will offering ; the other requiring ail that 
he can bestow, and a// that he can do, on the ground of obligation. The 
latter we believe is the true christian principle. It is a misnomer to call 
it the Missionary spirit, since it is the proper result and evidence of love 
to souls, and loveto Christ. This it is, which we think our author would 
enforce, that just what every christian feels to belong to the Missionary 
spirit, he is bound to adopt as a christian principle; that whatever the 
missionary is bound in missionary consistency to do in behalf of the hea- 
then, the same, in christian consistency, is every minister and every 
christian bound to attempt, at home, in daily and steady exertion, 
abroad, by contribution, according to each man’s ability. And here, in 
the midst of numerous christian societies on the one hand, and of prevail- 
ing impiety on the other, we cannot lose the opportunity of getting some 
assistance from a foreign Missionary, in aid of our own “CITY 
AFFAIRS.” 

How, in reference to the spiritual wants of our population, are our 
christian societies employed ? In the city of New-York, there may, per- 
haps, be 20,000 professors of religion, or about 300 to each of 70 
churches.* By the terms professors, we mean all regular communicants 
in the societies, who believe in the present existence of the ordinance of 
the Lord’s supper, and the strict members of the meetings of the Friends. 
In the judgment of charity all these are christians. Christ has in the 
city 20,000 devoted friends, living in the midst of 100,000 who are yet 
to be brought into his kingdom. In these are included thousands of 
children, to be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
and 60; 70, perhaps 80,000 adult persons who make no professions of 
piety, and who give no evidence of having become partakers of the 
blessings of the gospel. Of the whole mags of the population it has 
been said that one half* have no place of worship, are visited by no 

* See p. 669. vol. 7. t See p. 455, vol. 7. 
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minister, and, in the midst of a christian city, are quite estranged from 
all christian privileges. In the midst of such a city how are employ- 
ed the 20,000 friends of the Lord Jesus? are they “ diligent in business, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord?” does it appear to be the concern 
of each and of all, to bring sinners to receive the blessed gospel, to bring 
to pass a universal conversion? Witness the feeble efforts made by 
either ministers or churches to save even their respective congregations. 
Witness the languor of our various attempts to spread the gospel : In 
Bancker-street, a mission church upheld by the care and anxiety of de- 
voted females, begging their minister’s scanty pittance from door to 
door. Witness the Mariners’ Church unpaid for, a debt still due from the 
christian community ; and the fourteen thousand of our floating popula- 
tion without a stated minister, for want of funds: the existing Sunday 
schools often languishing for want of teachers and funds, and the still 
neglected state of 8000 children.* Witness the want of many more 
churches, and of many more ministers,t and the impossibility ( judging 
from past attempts) of colonizing our wastes from the walls of our most 
zealous and flourishing churches. 

On the other hand, witness the activity with which our christian po- 
pulation pursue the winged wealth of the world ; the increasing prosper- 
ity of many, and the consequently increasing elegance of their houses, and 
furniture, and equipage—while the house of God lies waste, in a sense 
far more deplorable than regards the ruins of a material temple. Oh, 
for a specimen of a “ Christian society, united for the extension of the 
kingdom of Christ.” We despise not the day of small things—or per- 
haps we must not venture to call the doings of our famous city for the 
good of her population small things—but while in our congregations 
three fourths obey not the gospel, and while the one half of our citizens 
do not congregate at all, we cannot speak of great things. Surely the 
work of bringing the blessing of the gospel to every house and every 
heart, lags as if it were managed by heartless agents: it wants means, 
as if the religious part of our community were literally poor in the 


things of this world. The gospel is not yet preached x oe 





creature. To every creature here it must be preached. Gggforbid 
that the present generation should lose the privilege of doing the work, 
and of rejoicing in the glorious issue. ‘Surely in this matter we may 
have a faith similar to that which we dwelt upon in our last article. 
We have as good ground to expect the universal conversion of our city 
in fifteen years, as the Baptists had to expect to prepare the word of 
God for one hundred millions of heathen. At any rate, with a mere 
ordinary blessing, within fifteen years, we can lodge the Bible in ev 
family, provide a church and a minister for e¥ery family, train up all 
the children in the way they should go, and make the offers of divine 
mercy familiar to every soul. We can make a great community see, 
that we are a “peculiar people ;” that our hearts are set upon the 
spread of the gospel. Fifteen years is long enough for this; and we 
believe in God that it is long enough, without any miraculous inte 
sition, to make righteousness run down our streets like water: to bring 
to pass, if not a universal conversion, at least an entire and glorious 
change in the character of our city. 


* See p- 455, vol, 7. t 668-9. vol, 2 
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And would every christian society devote itself to the spread 


of the gospel, who can tell what, under the gracious visitations of the 


Spirit in last days, would come to pass throughout Christendom, in 
the short space of fifteen years? Who can tell but the great majority 
would then be seen partaking in the feasts of Zion? Nay, who can tell 
but the delightful vision of universal conversion would become a reali- 
ty; and that it would cease to be said, in Christendom at least, “ Know 
the Lord, because all should know him, from the least to the greatest ?” 

This energy at home would send forth efforts, such as we know not 
yet, abroad. ‘The currents of luxury and waste would unite in a noble 
stream of mercy; many would run to and fro, and knowledge would 
increase; in every quarter of the world there would be seen a flying as 
a cloud, and as doves to their windows; and the world might be 
rapidly approaching the termination of her days of sin and sorrow. 
Nor would the time be distant, when the word sown among all nations 
should yield the determined harvest; when christians of every name 
would be fixing their hearts upon the last remnants of a sinful world ; 
when the hearts of the whole earth should be fixed in ardent prayer, in 
anxious expectation, upon the last remnant of a sinful village—and up- 
on the last rebellious family—and upon the last rebellious individual of 
the human race ; when the men of the whole circle of our earth should 
unite in holy joy and praise with the angels of heaven, over this last re- 
penting sinner in our ruined world. 

How inadequate are all means, to a result like this! “ Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” We must 


not lose sight of the necessity of divine influence, in our exertions and 


our hopes. Mr. Ward states the danger of the Christian world in this 
respect, and powerfully urges the duty of united, persevering prayer for 
that divine influence, without which all our exertions are vain. To the 
tenth letter, on this subject, we particularly call the attention of our 
readers. From it, as the best close of this article, we make the follow- 
ing extracts. 


In visiting my native country, after a long absence, perhaps I have felt more 
powerful impressions while attending the meetings of Bible and Missionary Socie- 
ties, than others could be expected to do, In some instances my joy has been al- 
most overpowering. . Yet these pleasures have sometimes been subject to a consi- 
derable drawback; and I have then said to myself, ‘* True, in the hands of man 
every good receivesa deterioration; and every effort that he makes, however pure 
and legitimate, is marked with the impression of human infirmity.” 

The object of the Bible Society is most divine, and the union it has cemented 
among all deserving the christian name, after the controversies, persecutions and 
butcheries of centuries, is one of the sublimest spectacles exhibited since the primi- 
tive age. Yet, though perhaps more pure than almost any other human institution, 
even here, at the ineetings d@voted to the interests of this society, and at those of 
its auxiliaries, the,imperfections of the human agents have been sometimes visible. 
It need not then excite surprise, whatever regret it may excite, if in other institu- 
tions there should have been found the spirit of party, of the corporation; and if, 
instead of the song *‘ unto him that loved us,” we have sometimes heard a song to 
the praise and glory of man. , 

But this is not all: with the praise of man, there has been much foolish and de~ 
Structive confidence in man. We hear incessant references made, with a degree 
of pride, to institutions without end for removing human ignorance and human mise- 
ry, and for bringing in the Millenium; but oh! how little reference to that agency, 
without which all these mighty operations are doomed to terminate in the mere ex- 
hibition of human imbecility, and the derision of the powers of darkness. It is 
most delightful to observe, that the missionary spirit has drawn into evangelical 
operation so great a portion of the energies and piety of youth, as well as the wis- 
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dom and talent of both séxes in more advanced life. How many thousands of Bi- 
bles and Testaments (the Bible Society has issued at least three millions) more than 
formerly, are now perused by mankind; and on the Christian Sabbath, how many 
agents are at work, how many minds receiving culture, and yet how few saving re- 
sults! We are content to labour, and to publish an annual report, and there the 
matter ends. ' 

So in missionary engagements: we send forth labourers, and the supposed obliga- 
tion of making the very most of the success granted, prevents those who preside over 
these efforts fram summoning every man to his closet, and pointing every man to the 
only means of $uecess—prayer for divine influence. We have embarked in this 
cause too much in the spirit of the man at St. Helena, rather than as those who ex- 
pect every thing through the medium of faith and prayer, and who have ever present 
with them the words of the Lord of the harvest, ‘* Without me ye can do nothing.” 

It is true, there is a universal admission of the fact, that without the influences of 
the Holy Spirit, not a single conversion can be wrought, and that these influences 
are promised to prayer; yet it is most grievous to witness how little practical atten- 
tion is paid to this doctrine, how little of deep solicitude is manifested in regard to 
this all-necessary blessing. 

For instance, one would expect, my dear sir, that this would take place of every 
other subject in missionary reports and addresses; and that missionary sermons 
would be full of it. But what is the real fact? Should there, however, be little no- 
tice taken of prayer, as the means of success, in these publications, surely at mis- 
sionary prayer meetings, the minister who addresses the congregation, and those 
who lead the devotions, will think of nothing else; that the whole service will tend 
to excite a spirit of prayer, or that the whole time will be spent in earnest supplica- 
tions, or in waiting for this all-necessary blessing. Nothing can be more inauspi- 
cious; you would be certain that these persons had embraced the opinion, that the 
most probable means of obtaining the blessing was to manifest the most perfect in- 
difference respecting it. Is not this conduct more inconsistent than that of the per- 
son, who, after sowing his rice, should forget to open the sluices which are to convey 
to it the stream, without which it must inevitably perish.—pp. 101-105. 

In prayer for the Holy Spirit, the ehristian brings to his aid an Almighty Agent— 
an enlightening, quickening, and transforming Spirit. It is weakness laying hold 
of infinite strength: “ Prayer,” says an eloquent writer, ‘prayer moves the hand 
that moves the world.” ‘He who has the ear,” says another, “has also the hand 
ef God.” The Divine Being condescends to connect the prayers of his saints with 
the accomplishment of his purposes. And thus also in the bestowment of mercy, he 
is seated on the throne of grace, to receive the petitions of the penitent. When the 
Christian is found in this attitude, we see Elijah, in his conflicts with the idolaters 
of his time, bringing the fire from heaven. It is the prophet Elisha bringing down 
the rain, after a drought of three years and six months. It is going to the Fountain 
of mercy, to intercede for perishing millions; and moving the divine faithfulness to 
fulfil the exceedingly great and precious promises, pregnant with the blessings of 
salvation. It is engaging an influence, which brings the criminal condemned to 
death into a state of pardon and favour, through the Redeemer; which restores to 
the image of God, and to a capacity of enjoying him for ever, a wretch, who was 
deformed by every hateful disposition towards God and man; and which unites 
him to a phalanx of holy men, who are co-workers with God in the renovation of 
a world. Finally, it is opening a direct communication between heaven and earth: 
herein God himself descends and dwells with men. And thus the kingdoms of this 
world are to become the kingdom conquered by the power as well as the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Yes, it becomes us to take into the account the incalculable good which will fol- 
low the bestowment of this blessing ; a good rolling on in a mighty torrent, age after 
age, till the earth is filled with the knowledge of the Lord. Let the influences of 
the Holy Spirit be poured out, and then all obstacles give way, whether these ob- 
stacles are connected with the state of the heathen, or the weakness of the instru- 
ments; and men will be made willing to renounce all for Christ, for this will be the 
day of divine power. The converted natives themselves will be prepared by these 
influences to become the most efficient agents in the work of conversion. Missionary 
funds, too, in consequence of this success, will flow into the misssonary treasury ; 
and the spirit of prayer itself will be increased, from these encouragements given in 
answer to our petitions.—And thus the life and salvation of millions will be given 
to BELIEVING PRAYER, while success has been, and wil) fer ever be, denied to our 
most splendid efforts without it,—pp. 112-115. 


Vou VIII. 35 
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ENGLAND.—Bnritisu anv Foreicn Biste Society. 
SUMMARY OF THE SEVENTEENTH Report. 


General View of the Society. ° 


From the Circular Letter addressed to the Bible Societies on the 
Continent, in May 1820, we shall present a general view of the Society : 


Sixteen years have now elapsed, since the British and Foveign Bible Society com- 
menced its career. Its object was to disseminate the Word of God, as contained 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, without note or comment, in va- 
rious languages and dialects ; and its operations were designed to embrace, with- 
out distinction of clime or colour, all the nations of the earth, of whatever religion 
or denomination they might be, so far as its means should make it practicable. The 
outward posture of affairs seemed very unfavourable to the prosecution of such a 
plan. The spirit of open or secret infidelity had made an awful progress; while 
a sanguinary War was introducing desolation and impoverishment into almost 
every portion of Europe. Yet, in the midst of these discouraging circumstances, 
the Society struck its roots, and its growth exceeded the highest calculation of the 
most zealous and sanguine of its friends. 

In October, 1819, no less than 629 Auxiliary and Branch Societies, within the 
British dominions, had joined the Parent Institution, without including the smaller 
district and parochial Associations, which exceed a thousand. Since the formation 
of the Society, in 1804, more than 2,550,000 copies of the Holy Scriptures have 
been issued from its depository ; and if to these be added 330,000 Bibles and Testa- 
ments, purchased and distributed at its charge in various parts of Europe, and a 
still further number of 800,000 copies which kindred Institutions in all quarters of 
the Globe have printed and circulated, a grand total appears of 3,680,000 copies of 
the Sacred Records of our Holy Religion, which, as an incorruptible seed, have 
been disseminated in the vast'field of the world. 

For the attainment of these glorious results the Society expended 6911. in its first, 
and 123,847/. in its last year ; and, in the whole of the fifteen years, the sum of 
$28,637/. 

The number of Languages and Dialects in which the entire Bible, the New 
Testament, or some integral Books of either, have been printed or distributed, or 
are now printing or translating by the Society or its Anxiliaries, in various parts of 
the world, amounts to 128 ; among which are comprised almost all the European, 
many Asiatic, some African and American Languages, and one Language of the 
Society Islands. The benefits which this abundant dispersion of the Oracles of 
Truth has already produced, and is promising in future, exceed human calculation. 
The more boldly infidelity and profaneness had raised their heads, the more vigor- 
ously have thousands among the high and low, monarchs and subjects, the learned 
and the illiterate, rallied around the standard of the Bible, and again vowed alle- 
giance to its Divine Author. A bond of sacred union now connects, more closely 
than ever, Christians of the many diversified religious persuasions. Without re- 
nouncing their peculiar views, or forsaking their respective communions, they learn 
to tolerate and love one another—their combined exertions effect what they never 
could have separately accomplished—and thus a connected chain of communication 
and reciprocal service is forming, which cannot but operate in the most beneficial 
manner on the common cause of Christianity. 

Far from interfering in political affairs, the Society cherishes a spirit which is fa- 
vourable to the principle of subordination, obedience, and peace. By its instrumen- 
tality, thousands of the cottages of poverty have been enriched with the inestimable 
treasure of the Word of God, which has instructed the ignorant, converted the sin- 
ful, comforted the afflicted, and filled the dying with the most cheering prospects of 
everlasting life and glory. Blind idolaters have been transformed into enlightened 
worshippers of the living and true God : and merely nominal Christians have become 
humble and devoted followers of their Saviour. And, duly considering that it is 
God alone who giveth both to will and to do, the members of the Society feel con- 
a to exclaim, “* Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory ! 
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A statement which accompanies the Report announces the addition 
of eleven Languages or Dialects, in which the circulation of the scrip- 
tures had been aided by this Society ; making the whole number one 
hundred and thirty nine. 


Domestic Proceedings. 

On the subject of Auxiliaries the Report states— Notwithstanding 
the pressure of the times, on all classes of persons, the contributions of 
these Societies have increased; and an addition has been made to the 
number of the Auxiliary Establishments, by the formation of four new 
Auxiliary and two Branch Societies.” 

“ As the chief strength of the Auxiliary System is to be found in the 
Bible Associations, and the latter are now very greatly sustained by the 
co-operating efforts of FEMALE exertion, it will not be matter of surprise 
or of blame, that your Committee should point to Lapis’ Bible Associ- 
ations, as claiming particular attention, and entitled to be regarded as 
having, by their discreet and well regulated zeal, deserved the commen- 
dation and the gratitude of all who wish well to the parent institution.” 

The following Works have been completed in the course of the 
year :— 


French Bible, 8vo. De Sacy’s Version, 5000; Do. Martin’s Version, stereotyped, 
3000; Do. Testament, 12mo. De Sacy, stereotyped, large type, 10,000; Malay 
New-Testament, Arabic Character, 10,000 ; Portuguese Bible, Pereira’s Version, 
5000; Gaelic Testament, bourgeois type, 12mo, 15,000; Do. pica type, 8vo. 5000 ; 
Irish Testament, vernacular character, 2000; Arabic Psalter, 2000; besides va- 
rious editions in English and Welsh. 


Of the Works in progress, the following List is given :-— 


Spanish New-Testament, 10,000; Spanish Bible, 8vo. Scio’s Version, 5000; 
Italian do. 8vo. Martini’s Version, 5000; Do. Diodati’s Version, 5000; French 
Bible, 8vo. De Sacy’s Version, stereotyping, 10,000; Do. Ostervald’s Version, 
2500 ; Bohemian Testament, under the direction of the Prussian Bible Society, 
5000; German Bible, large type, 5000 ; Hebrew Old Testament, printing at Halle, 
2000; Do. do. printing in London, 1500 ; Modern Greek New-Testament, printing 
at Constantinople, 10,000 ; Do. Old do, translating at do. ; Transcription of the 
Turkish Bible into Greek Characters, at do.; Albanian Translation of the New- 
Testament, under revision, at do.; ~Carshun New-Testament, at Paris, 5000; 
Turkish Bible, 4to. at Paris. Malay Bible, 8vo. Arabic Character, 5000; Do. do. 
Roman Character, 5000; Arabic Bible, 8vo. 5000; Syriac Old Testament, 4to. 
4000 ; Do. Psalter, 2000; St. John’s gospel in Amharic and Ethiopic, 1000; Por- 
tuguese Testament, Pereira, 5000; Italian do. pocket edition, Martini, 5000 ; 
Italian and Latin Psalter, 2000; Gaelic Bible, Svo. 5000; Do. do. pocket edition, 
10,000; Do. Testament do. 10,000. Together with various editions in the English 
and Welsh Languages. 


The Issues of the Scriptures and the State of the Funds were report- 
ed at p. 142 of our number for July 21. 


The Foreign Proceedings of the Society we shall record in their pro- 
per geographical order, in our future numbers, and here give the 


Conclusion. 


Your Committee, in taking a review of the transactions thus briefly recorded, 
have to congratulate the Members and Friends of the Society on the general state 
of its affairs and relations, both domestic and foreign; and to erect another monu- 
ment of unfeigned gratitude to the Giver of all success, who has thus far prospered 
the work of our hands, and crowned the year with his goodness. 

That an Institution which confines itself with rigorous exactness to the dissemi- 
nation of the Holy Scriptures, without note or comment, should have gained the 
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suffrages and acquired the co-operation of the Christian community, is what might 
beforehand have been beet expected ; but that these suffrages should have 
been given with so ready a zeal, and this co-operation afforded with such persever- 
ing activity, is a result, on which, considering the divisions that have for so many 
ages existed among those ‘‘ Who profess and call themselves Christians,” the con- 
ductors of the Institution could never have presumed to reckon: it is a result which 
argues the predisposing influence of a Power beyond that of human argument or 
persuasion ; It is the Lord’s doing, and it is, as it ought to be, marvellous m our 
eyes. 

And if, in the wide range which the operations of the Society are now taking, 
and amidst the peaceful triumphs with which they are so generally attended, some 
difficulties should have arisen which your Committee were not prepared to expect, 
and some counteraction have been experienced which they are more inclined to 
deplore than to describe, they see nothing in this hostility, whether open or covert, 
whether it proceed from Catholic or Protestant quarters, which ought to lead the 
Members of the Society to suspect the soundness of its principles, or to diminish 
their confidence in its ultimate success. Whatever be the number, the influence, 
and the policy, of those who set themselves in array against the march of the Insti- 
tution, they are—to use the lofty, but just and temperate language of the pious and 
learned Bishop of Zealand—* too feeble to cause the shipwreck, or even a retro- 
grade movement, of an undertaking which every circumstance declares to be favour- 
ed by Providence, as a means of diffusing the light of Christianity, and that spiritual 
rule and hope which are the richest sources of happiness to mankind.” 

In tracing the course which the Institution has described, your Committee ob- 
serve, with grateful satisfaction, the increasing testimonies which it continues to 
elicit, in favour both of the Truth which the Holy Scriptures reveal, and of the 
Charity which they inculcate. 

**In the work of the Bible Society,” says Prince Galitzin, ‘all labour, from a 
deep conviction of the Divine origin of the Bible, of the substantial spiritual advan- 
tages which it affords, and of its indispensable necessity to the knowledge of salva- 
tion.” “ The Bible,” exclaims his Excellency the President of the United Nether- 
lands’ Bible Society, ‘the Bible—the light of history, the guiding star of philoso- 
phy, the parent of every improvement, the nurse of virtue and morality, and the 
most effectual restraint of evil; the Bible—the purest source of hope and consola- 
tion in affliction, and the immoveable support of immortal man when looking for- 
ward into eternity—the Bible is the Divine centre of our union, the foundation of 
our work ; and its distribution, in every place and to every individual, the genuine 
and sublime object of all our operations.” And the late President of the Ministry 
in the Cabinet of France speaks of the Bible itself as *‘the code of the sublimest 
religion and the purest morality ; and its dissemination, as an end toward the at- 
tainment of which all Christian communions ought equally to direct their steps.” 

That the minds of individuals of such high distinction should thus move in accord- 
ance with the views of your Institution ; that in the expression of their convictions 
in behalf of its principles and its object, the Greek, the Protestant, and the Catho- 
lic, should have manifested but one feeling, and have spoken substantially but one 
language—is a consideration in which your committee do rejoice, yea, moreover, 
and they will rejoice. They regard t as denoting the fitness of that instrument 
which Providence has put into their hands, for exalting the character and extending 
the influence of Christianity ; and while, with the pious and enlightened Landgrave 
Charles of Hesse, they behold, with sacred joy, the tendency of the Institution to 
cause ‘the sincere inquirers after truth to unite in one point, to meet as brethren in 
Christ their centre”—with the same distinguished Prince, they devoutly pray * that 
the Lord would hasten this desired consummation, by uniting in Himself all the va- 
rious sects and denominations; that faith and love may absorb every inferior ob- 
ject; that there may be but one fold and one Shepherd; and that He may see of 
the travail of His soul, and be satisfied in the establishment and prosperity of His 
kingdom to all generations !” 

In the prosecution of an undertaking, which has hitherto been attended with 
such signal encouragement, and on the accomplishment of which such glowing ex- 
pectations are suspended, your Committee would suggest, as of vital importance, 
the most undeviating observance of the regulations of the Society through the whole 
extent of the system, and the most unrelaxing exertions to recruit its funds and to 
provide for the complete attainment of its object. 

To the simplicity of its design, and the conscientious fidelity with which that 
design has been pursued, the Institution is, under Divine Providence, indebted for 
silencing hostility, conciliating prejudice, and generating attachment and confi- 
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dence both at home and abroad; and it must be by a perseverance in the same line 
of conduct, that it shall continue to maintain its present high and unimpeachable 
character, diminish the number and the opposition of its enemies, and strengthen it- 
self by fresh accessions of friends and adherents in every quarter of the world. 

Large as are its funds, and vast as has been its expenditure, the demands upon its 
generosity, and even its justice, very greatly exceed all the means which have been, 
or which still are, at its disposal. To maintain inits depository an adequate stock 
of Bibles and Testaments in various languages, for such uses aé cannot be provided 
for by the Foreign Bible Societies; to employ a number of agents, more or less de- 
pendent upon the Society's funds, to carry into execution its purposes in countries 
where, without such accredited instruments, the work must languish, or remain 
wholly unperformed ; to furnish the entire means of translating and printing the 
Scriptures in some cases, to bestow liberal grants in others, and to minister aid, as 
it may be needed, toward their circulation in all—require pecuniary resources, 
which can be supplied only from the united contributions of the rich and the poor; 
each giving, according to the measure of their temporal ability, toward the commu- 
nication of spiritual benefit to men of every name and nation under the whole 
heaven. 

To economize the resources consigned to their disposal, your Committee have 
regarded as an important branch of their general administration ; and, in pursuit 
of this end, they have, among other things, been particularly attentive to inter- 
pose a check, wherever they deemed it necessary, on the practice of gratuitous dis- 
tribution, and even of an excessive reduction of price. In doing so, they have 
found themselves greatly sustained, and they feel persuaded, that they shall be still 
further sustained, by the concurrent approbation and efforts of their Auxiliaries 
and Associates both at home and abroad. On this subject they would cite two au- 
thorities ; from each of which it will appear how faithfully the interest of the Secie- 
ty has been consulted, yet how necessary it is to sacrifice, in some cases, its pecu- 
niary interest to its benevolent object :-— 

“ At thedesire of your Committee,” writes Leander Van Ess, “1 have considera- 
bly lessened the gratuitous distribution of bound copies ; hence it arises, that the 
number distributed is comparatively small. [exhort all my correspondents to pay 
the amount of binding, which indeed is sometimes done ; but, in consequence of 
this condition, a Voice, I may more correctly say, a Cry, of vehement desire and 
hunger for Testaments, gratuitously bound, was raised by those unable to pay for 
them. Thus, at the very period when I refused bound Testaments gratis, the call 
for them has become more importunate and incessant on every side.” 

“ In August last,” says the Secretary of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society, 
‘‘ fearing lest even the Sacred Scriptures might, by a profuse and inconsiderate dis- 
tribution, be unprofitably consumed, I thought it expedient to warn our zealous la- 
bourer, Mr. Bowley, of the danger there was of throwing away our precious stores, 
and coming to an end of our editions before the time. His answer is striking and 
satisfactory —* Permit me to beg of you to picture yourself in the midst of an annual 
Hindoo Fair, as I was the other day at Mirzapore, surrounded by, on a moderate 
calculation, 40,000 people ; pent up, literally, so closely as to be unable to move, 
by reason of the pressure of those Heathens, soliciting for the Words of Eternal 
Life, which were TRANSLATED, PRINTED, AND SENT TO YOU PURPOSELY FOR 
DISTRIBUTION AMONG THEM—could you, Reverend Sir, permit me to ask, in 
such circumstances, have refused those who could read, (of which you had pre- 
viously satisfied yourself,) and were importunate with you for them ?’” 

Considering these as but specimens of the difficulties, to which distributers must 
be inevitably reduced under the influence of unqualified restraints, your Committee 
find it necessary to allow a discretionary relaxation of a rule, the expediency of 
which, in the majority of cases, is universally admitted; and, in doing so, they 
naturally Jay the funds of the Society open to almost indefinite demands. 

They are not, however, in the slightest degree inclined to anticipate a deficiency 
of means for the accomplishment of a work, so pure in principle and so beneficent 
in tendency; and, in the performance of which, they are authorized, scarcely 
more by promise than by experience, to calculate on the blessing of God and the 
progressive co-operation of all good men. Grateful for the past, and confident of the 
future, your Committee would, in conclusion, adopt, with some slight variation, the 
devout and appropriate language of the Israelitish monarch— 

“ Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty ; for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is 
the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as Head above all. 

‘‘ Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine 
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hand aprons and might ; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength 
unto all. 

“* Now, therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. 

_“ But who are we, and what is this people, that we should be able to offer so 
willingly after this sort? For all things come of thee, and of thine own have we 
given thee.”—1 Chron. xxix. 11—14. 


—>—. 


UNITED GENERAL PRAYER MEETING. 


The eighth United General Prayer Meeting was held in the Mariners’ Church 
on Tuesday afternoon, the 4th inst. at 4 o’clock. The Rev. Dr. Milledoler presi- 
ded. After singing a hymn, and prayer by Dr. M., he read the chapter of Isaiah, 
and delivered an appropriate address. Another hymn was sung, and Dr. M. read 
an account of a revival of religion in Westown, Orange co. in this state. Rev. 
Samuel Nott engaged in Prayer, and was followed by Mr. B. and Mr. P. The 
usual notices not having been sent to the different churches in the city, to be read 
the Sabbath preceding the meeting, the number present was comparatively small. 
The meeting, however, was very solemn, and edifying. The following is the ac- 
count above alluded to, which was read. 


From the Religious Remembrancer. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Letter to the Editor, from the Rev. Thomas Grier, dated, Westown, 
Orange Co. N. Y. Aug. 7, 1821. 


This congregation experienced no material change during five years 
past, until the middle of last September ; when it appeared to be the set 
time to favour Zion. ‘This refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
was neither preceded by unusual lukewarmness nor ushered in by any 
remarkable providence. But ina time of general health, peace, and 
prosperity, the Lord in his unbounded compassion visited us. His 
holy arm was made bare, and his stately steppings were seen in the sanc- 
tuary. Now the Holy Spirit of the living God silently passed from house 
to house, and from heart to heart, in his awakening and convincing, re- 
generating and converting influences. Sinners were heard to exclaim 
with consternation, ‘ What shall we do to be saved!’ Prayer meetings 
were established in four different parts of the congregation, which were 
always crowded. A sermon was preached in some part of the society 
every evening ; yet seldom a private house was sufficiently large to 
contain the hearers. During this precious season, while the trophies of 
the cross were multiplying, the professing people of God were unusually 
engaged in furthering the work, and promoting the interests of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. They were animated and enlivened, in their reli- 
gious exercises ; their faith was strong, their zeal ardent, and they felt 
as if they had much to do. 

On the 22d of October, when the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was 
administered, forty-one persons separated themselves from the world, 
and declared on the side of the Lord Jesus. A day long to be remem- 
bered. Christians enjoyed much of the presence of the Great Head of 
the Church. Whilst the saint wept for joy, the sinner mourned with 
that bitterness of soul which becomes those who mourn for a first born. 
Yea, it stands recorded in the register of heaven—immortal souls were 
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born again; prodigals returned to their heavenly Father ; and heaven’s 
arches resounded with the joyful acclamations of angels. 

This day was succeeded by many meetings for prayer and preaching, 
which are not easy to be described. Do we cast our eyes around on the 
assembly? ‘The house is crowded, every spot is occupied, and a large 
assembly at the doors and windows. Do you open your mouth to speak, 
in reading or prayer ? All is silent as the grave, solemn as death; and 
all listen as for eternity. Do you pronounce the Gospel of the Son of 
God? While some are bathed in tears, the restrained groans and cries of 
others mingle their sound with the voice of the preacher. Think not 
that disorder and confusion must ensue. No; a deep and solemn si- 
lence, with which nothing can be compared, unless it is the stillness of 
the grave, pervades the astonished assembly, and whispers—Gop 1s 
HERE! His holy arm is madebare. His stately steppingsare seen. Do 
you take occasion (after the public exercises of worship are over) to 
converse in private with your hearers ? Whilst some are rejoicing with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory ; others are overwhelmed with sorrow 
and anguish of soul for sin. ‘Their thoughts carry them to the bar of 
God. With a broken heart and a trembling voice they inquire, “ How 
can I dwell with the devouring fire ? How can I dwell in everlasting 
burnings ? O! that I sinned against Jesus! Jesus! my best friend and 
constant benefactor. Can he save? Will he save?” ‘This is not vain 
delusion or enthusiasm: No! We do most assuredly know and believe 
what our eyes have seen and our ears have heard, of the goings forth of 
the Spirit of the Living God. Yea, ask the man of the world; ask the 
infidel and the scoffer; they themselves are constrained to acknowledge 
with the centurion of old, who said, “ Truly this was the Son of God.” 
So they confess this work is none else but the work of God. Base in- 
gratitude says, Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Aske- 
lon. But the ties of God are upon us, to own his goodness and to ac- 
knowledge the triumphs of his victorious grace. 

Five weeks more having revolved around and another communion sea- 
son is enjoyed, one hundred new members were received in communion 
as the fruits of this glorious harvest, who, having previously appeared 
before session, and given ample satisfaction of their new birth, came for- 
ward publicly to own their Lord and Master. At the calling of their 
names they take their stand in the middle aisle to enter into church cove- 
nant. The crowded assembly is nothing new. It is not strange that 
we see tears of joy flowin abundance from the eyes of the Christian. 
But now we see new and strange things indeed. ‘The gospel-hardened 
moralist, whose heart had always been proof against the thunderings of 
Sinai, and all the tears, groans and blood of a compassionate Saviour, 
now finds the names of his children enrolled among those who have 
vowed on the side of the Lord. He sees them take their stand, one 
after another, among those who are just about to take the oath of alle- 
giance and fidelity to the great King of Kings and Lord of Lords; whilst 
he himself bas neither part nor lot in this matter. We know not whether 
he contemplates a more awful separation on the day of judgment, when 
the trump of God shall give the alarm, and assemble the whole world— 
or whether he reflects on the state of the damned, where the worm 
dieth not, and the smoke of their torments ascendeth up for ever and 
ever. But we do know, those eyes that never afforded one tear for the 
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most acute pain, or at the funeral of the most endeared relative, now 
burst forth in the most copious effusion. That countenance which al- 
ways indicated inattention, or self-justification, is changed for the most 
deep solemnity ; and, looking ashamed, he stands at a distance, afraid to 
lift up his eyes to heaven, and intercedes for pardon. 

On the seventh of January last, fifty-six more were added to our num- 
ber, including in the whole one hundred and ninety-six in the space of 
four months ; one hundred and twenty-three of whom received the sa- 
crament of baptism. Thus the church of Westown, organized with 
eighteen members, eleven years since, (excluding those who have died 
and those who have been dismissed,) now consists of four hundred and 
thirty-eight members. This is the Lord’s doing and marvellous in 
our eyes. Let our hearts accord with the anthem of glorified spirits 
around the throne, who cry, “ not unto us, not unto us, O Lord! But 
unto thy name be the glory.” | 

, THOMAS GRIER. 


If ‘there is joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth,” with what joy 
may Christians shout the praises of Redeeming Grace when the Lord pours 
out his spirit in copious showers, and the accounts of revivals teem with the 
glorious facts, that ten, twenty, fifty, and even hundreds, in a single parish, have 
bowed to the sceptre ofthe Redeemer, and laid down the weapons of their rebellion 
at his feet. Whatever the mere moralist, or the scoffer may say, there isa peculiar 
propriety in publishing these accounts of revivals of religion, when carefully and 
properly written, that Christians may be excited to labour and to pray more 
earnestly for the best gift—the gift of the Hoty Spirit. But we would respect- 
fully suggest to those Rev. Clergy (and others who write such accounts) whose 
churches are thus highly favoured, whether there would not be an equally peculiar 
propriety in wccompanying the accounts with which they favour the public, with an 
announcement of the saseker in their congregations, or parishes, who CONTINUE (to 
five without uniting themselves to the body of Christ—the Chureh ? with an announce- 
ment of the enfire inadequacy of the means at present in operation to bring ALL 
their congregations to the knowledge of the truth. Does not the present plan lead to 
deception? Is it not rather calculated to throw a moral polish over the surface of 
society, without probing the very root of the disease, and showing how utterly in- 
adequate are all the exertions of ail the christians to HASTEN the day, when * ALL 
shall know the Lord.”—[ Ed, C. H.} 





African Colony.—Mr. Rush, our Minister at London, in a letter to the American 
Colonization Society, states, that it has been represented to the British government 
by their commissioners at Sierra Leone, that a considerable diminution in the 
Slave Trade has taken place, which they ascribe, in a great degree, to the well 
directed efforts of the United States naval vessels on the coast. 

Lieut. Stockton, of the United States schooner Alligator, in a letter to the Board 
of Managers, observes—‘‘ I am more and more persuaded of the usefulness of your 
Society. I believe it will be instrumental in meliorating the condition of Africa. 
The unfeeling clan of slave dealers are still, and more exultingly than ever, drain- 
ing the ‘dearest veins’ of that country. fs such to continue to be their fate? And 
will not Christendom put an end to it? Are they to be torn from their homes, from 
their friends, from their forefathers’ graves, while the vultures of the world are pro- 
claiming freedom, and forming coalitions for its security? May the Father of Mer- 
cies take care of this oppressed people ; and is it too uncharitable to hope that the 
hour of vengeance is approaching, when the hurricane will sweep from the deep 
every sail that is spread for so unhallowed a purpose ’” 





TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Perhaps we owe some of our readers an apology for the length of our ‘ Miscella- 
ey” and “Review” in this number, but the interesting character of Mr. Ward’s 
Letters induced us to crowd out several articles of “Intelligence,” which will find 
a place in future numbers, 
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They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 











THE CONVERSION OF MARINERS WILL ENLARGE THE PRAISES OF ZION, 


REVIEW. 


A Sermon addressed to Mariners, North Yarmouth, State of Maine, 
March 4th, 1821, by Srernen Cuapin, Pastor of the Baptist 
Church in said town. 8vo. pp.32. Portland: Thomas Todd & Co. 
1821. 


THE Christian public have lately manifested so much zeal for the religious im- 
provement of Seamen, that every circumstance connected with their spiritual wel- 
fare will be noted with gratitude. An infinitely merciful God seems to be preparing 
the way for the dissemination of the Gospel among that valuable class of our fellow 
men, ina manner that, a very short time ago, we hardly dared to anticipate. 

It cannot have been forgotten, how many difficulties suggested themselves even to 
the minds of good men, only three years ago, when it was contemplated to erect a 
place of worship for them in this city. It is not our present intention to enumerate 
the obstacles which unbelief then presented to the minds of those who were willing 
to find an excuse for delay. No sooner did Christians commence praying and la- 
bouring, than God had a blessing prepared for them. Christians began to feel that 
Sailors were the creatures of God’s power, and that they might as easily become the 
children of His grace as other men—they have acted upon this principle, and we see 
the result; we see among that interesting people many monuments of His mercy, 
many who now stand forth as bold champions of the truth. It is God’s sole prero- 
gative to pardon sin, and he alone has the power to sanctify and save : our God is the 
God of seamen—and we look for the time when both seamen and Jandsmen will be- 
come ‘¢ vessels of mercy,” and when the ocean and the land together shall form one 
great altar of praise to the Redeemer. 

Christians must begin to feel, and to act, as if the brightest honour attainable here 
was, to be the humble instruments of good to the souls of men. The conquests of 
kingdoms, and the slaughter of armies have heretofore engaged with peculiar inte- 
rests the attention of mankind. No herald was grateful to the ear unless it pro- 
claimed the exploits of the victor, the sufferings of the vanquished. The revolutions 
of mighty kingdoms, bearing down in their resistless course every thing which was 
beautiful or venerable, prostrating temples dedicated to religion and virtue, and 
hurrying thousands of immortal beings into the presence of their Judge, with all 
their sins heaped upon their guilty heads, have been witnessed with a steady and © 
delighted eye, and rung throughout the world with demonstrations of the liveliest 
joy. The destruction of human happiness in the wars of conquest and ambition, 
and the distinctions conferred by murderous victories, have received the praises of 

poets and the honour of nations, 

To subdue rival powers has been considered the noblest effort of human great- 
ness, and those who have achieved it, have received the * laurel wreath and the civic 


Vor. VIII. 56 
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crown.” But letitever be remembered, that those laurels have been bedewed witit 
the tears of the orphan and the widow, and those crowns have been purchased with 
human blood. r 

The Philanthropist and the Christian are looking forward with delighted anticipa- 
tions to the promised day when the horrid scenes “ of war and bloodshed” shall no 
longer afford cause of rejoicing—when other objects shall be pursued, other max- 
ims adopted, and holy duties practised throughout the world. 

It is the Christian’s delight and privilege to look for this period, and-no less his 
duty to use every authorized means for its advancement. The time will come, 
The night is far spent, and the day is at hand—the lights of prophecy encourage the 
hope, and the promises make it sure. God has arisen, and will have mercy upon 
Zion, for SAILORS begin to crowd her temple gates. ‘* The days (says an eminent 
divine, of our own city) are rolling rapidly on when the shout of the isles shall swell 
the thunder of the continent—when the Thames and the Danube—when the Tiber and 
the Rhine shall call upon Euphrates, the Ganges, and the Nile, and the loud concert 
shall be joined by the Hudson, the Mississippi, and the Amazon, singing with one 
heart and one voice, hallelujah! salvation—the LORD God omnipotent reigneth !” 

The moral revolution which has taken place in the world, in favour of immortal 
beings, is truly wonderful, and affords a most animating and delightful spectacle. 
Now we can listen with enraptured feelings to the Reports which tell us of the 
triumphs of the Cross, and the victories of the Redeemer. In the extension of his 
kingdom, he usurps no power, he subverts no governments, overturns no empires, 
but those of sin and satan. 

But it.istime we turned to our author. The title informs us on what occasion 
the sermon was preached, and from a note, affixed to the title, we learn that it was 
published at the request of a committee of the Mariners in North Yarmouth. 

He has chosen for his text the fifth verse of the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah,—** Then 
thou shalt see and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged, be- 
cause the abundance of the sea shal] be converted unto thee.” 

After a brief exposition of the text, our author states, that it suggests this doc- 
trine,-— 

‘¢ THE CONVERSION OF SEAMEN WILL ENLARGE THE PRAISES OF ZION.” 

And inquires, 

‘¢ [, For evidence that mariners will be converted unto God.” And 

II. Assigns ** some of the reasons why their conversion will give enlargement of 
heart to the people of God.” 

That those who sail in ships will be called into the kingdom of Christ, he argues, 

“1, From the evidence we possess, that the Holy Spirit will be poured out upoa 
all professions of men.” 

** 2. Christians are now offering up fervent prayers for the salvation of seamen, 
and are making charitable exertions to promote their future and spiritual welfare.” 

“3, That God will pour out his Spirit on seamen, and convert them for the good 
of his people, is evident from scripture.”* 

Il. Our author next assigns ‘* seme of the reasons, why the conversion of mari- 
ners will awaken the joy and tbe praises of the righteous.” And, 

“1. Such conversions will enlarge their hearts with love to God for such displays 
of his grace ; love to the truth of scripture, which long since predicted the gathering 
of mariners into the kingdom of heaven. Grace expands the soul. And those who 


* See Isaiah Ix. 9.—xvii. at close of the chapter; and Ist, 2d, and 7th verse of 
chapter xviii. with Bishop Horsley’s comment. » Psalm xxii. 
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are favoured with the richest degree, possess the most ardent desiresthat others may 
share with them the mercy of God.” 

‘¢ 2. Their hearts will be enlarged to praise the wisdom of God in selecting the 
best instruments to be employed in his service. The highest wisdom consists in 
using the best means to obtain the best end.” 

Men of other professions will be employed by God to spread the gospel, but 
sailors alone are prepared to navigate ships to bear God’s messengers to pagan na- 
tions ; and when they become the subjects of grace they are pre-eminently qualified 
for this service. 


Inured to fatigue and to the vicissitudes of climate, they are ready to 
brave all dangers, to endure all hardships and privations, to employ all 
their nautical skill, and characteristic generosity, in spreading among 
all nations the good news of eternal life. How brightly, then, will the 
wisdom of God shine in preparing this portion of our race to perform 
such a noble part in the cause of Christ! Between christian and pagan 
nations spread wide and dangerous oceans. ‘The Jews are scattered to 
the four winds of heaven. ‘They, according to prophecy, are to be con- 
verted, and re-assembled in Palestine. It is manifest the Gospel can ne- 
ver be conveyed to all the nations of the earth and islands of the sea, 
and the outcasts of Israel can never be returned only through the me- 
dium of ships and mariners. If God do not convert seamen, then the 
heralds of truth must be carried out, and the ransomed Jews brought 
home, in profane vessels, manned by unbelievers; or else the pious on 
shore must leave their occupations to learn the mariner’s art, and become 
skilful navigators. How much wiser to enrich those with grace, who, 
by spending their days on the water, are at once ready to perform these 
essential services for the people of God. 

Their hearts will be enlarged to admire the power of divine mercy. 
Sailors are men of like passions with ourselves, possessing by nature no 
superior proneness to immoral habits. Their excess in sin must be at+ 
tributed to local causes, and to the peculiar character of their profession. 
They are in a great measure deprived of the soft and refining endear- 
ments of a paternal home; destitute of those means of moral and reli- 
gious instruction, which are possessed by those who dress the soil; 
spending much of their time amid the perils and noise of the seas, or in 
distant lands, far removed from the inspection of parents, guardians and 
friends ; exposed to the peculiar vices and fascinating charms_of popu- 
lous cities, rendered doubly tempting by previous confinement and pri- 
vation, during long voyages. While in foreign ports, their reputation is 
unknown, and in the eye of strangers they have no character to preserve 
or lose. Among men thus circumstanced, we need not be surprised, if 
we find very painful specimens of that guilt and wretchedness, into 
which the power of sin may sink the human character ; especially when 
we reflect how long sailors have been neglected, and how little has been 
done in years past for their religious improvement. But, notwithstand- 
ing all these disadvantages, there are among them an honourable num- 
ber, who are eminent for piety, and who are governed, not by the eye of 
the world, but by the fear of the Lord. The ocean has long groaned 
under a burden of wickedness, and its waters have been crimsoned by pi- 
ratical murders, or conflicting navies. How joyful will be the victories 
of mercy, when every sailor shall become a saint, and every ship a float- 
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ing chapel, enclosing a little church, who live in the continued inter- 
change of all the endearing offices of christian kindness, and daily invoke 
the name and sing the praises of Jehovah! 


In the * improvement” of the subject, Mr. Chapin justly remarks, that in this 
light, 


We discover, that when God bestows converting grace on individu- 
als, or classes of men, his object is to prepare them for public use- 
fulness. After Christ had richly imparted spiritual knowledge to his 
disciples, he remarked to them, “ no man, when he hath lighted a can- 
dle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth 
it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light.” Thus 
he taught them, that he had illuminated their minds, not simply for their 
private interest, but that they should employ their talents for the benefit 
of mankind. 

Will God convert seamen that they may perform essential services 
for the church, then navigation is an important art. It has been studied 
either to complete a classical education, or for the practical purpose of 
traversing the sea; either to indulge curiosity in making new discoveries, 
or to accumulate wealth for the gratification of avarice, luxury, or pride. 
But the time will soon arrive, when this branch of knowledge will be 
gained for the noble design to enable the possessor of it to conduct ships 
to foreign lands, for the purpose of conveying the glad news of salvation 
through the Saviour’s blood. ‘The knowledge of navigation is not only 
of great use in the commercial world, but it is indispensably requisite in 
completing the scheme of redemption. The Jews can never be carried 
home to Palestine, the gospel can never be proclaimed in all the islands 
of the sea, without the skill of mariners. With joy we anticipate the 
day when the pious shipmaster will study the naval science with the same 
motives, and with the same conviction of its necessity, that the minister of 
Christ pursues his studies in theology. It will be learnt because without it 
the objects of mercy can never be obtained. “ Happy will it be,” says the 
late venerable and pious Scott, (Isaiah, lx. 9. Prac. Ob.) “ for themselves, 
and for multitudes, when merchants shall consider the conveyance of the 
light of divine truth to the most distant lands and newly discovered coun- 
tries, as a primary object of their attention. ‘Then their ships may sail 
more richly freighted, than if they were laden with the gold of Ophir ; 
they may safely be committed to bis care, to whose glory they are devo- 
ted ; and he will surely honour those who thus honour him.” 

Will God convert the abundance of the sea for the purposes we have 
mentioned, then we have good ground to believe, that some among them 
will become more distinguished for grace, than those christians who will 
remain on the land. The ships of Tarshish, or the persons who man 
them, are to be among the first and most zealous to obey the mandate of 
Heaven, to bring home the people of God. “ Surely the isles shall wait 
for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, (or among the first,) to bring 
thy sons from far.” 


We shall close our extracts for the present with one or two, which suggest the 
motives to pray for the prosperity and salvation of mariners. 


The present character of our seamen serves to strengthen very much 
the prejudices of the gentiles, and thus it throws up a strong barrier 
against the spread of the gospel. It is no stretch of charity to say, that 
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many of those who navigate our ships, while they wear the name, are 
strangers to the spirit of Christianity. How are Christian crews distin- 
guished in Pagan, or Mahometan ports ? Are they known by their su- 
perior wisdom, integrity of character, and purity of morals? How is 
the christian Sabbath marked from other days of the week? Is it known 
by a pause in their business and pleasures, and by the devout worship 
of christian mariners? Or is not their flag, displayed at mast-head, 
every Lord’s day morning, in too many instances, the best proof of the 
return of that joyful day r Heathens, who are hardly capable of ma- 
king nice discriminations, and have never seen the best proofs of the 
power of the gospel, will very naturally take such conductas a fair speci- 
men of the excellency of the christian religion ; and they will be likely to 
condemn the whole, as a system of hypocrisy and fraud. But if all our 
shipmasters and their men were richly imbued with the grace of God ; 
if they displayed in all their intercourse with Jews, ‘Turks and Pagans, 
the true Spirit of Christ ; if every christian ship should become a 
“ BETHEL,” where the name and the worship of Jehovah should be 
devoutly observed, how soon would they take knowledge of them, that 
they came from a region of superior light, purity and benevolence. 
My brethren, you cannot single out a class of professional men, whose 
conversion would give so much strength to the church, and so much 
aid in spreading the gospel, as that of seamen. How powerful, how 
peculiar the reasons to excite us to pray, that God would pour out his 
holy spirit upon them, that the ocean may become vocal in his praise ? 
Seamen have great encouragement to pray for themselves. In seve- 
ral illustrious instances God has heard and answered their prayers. 
The ship, that conveyed the disobedient and fugitive Jonah was arrest- 
ed in her course. The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and 
there was a great tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be 
broken. The mariners were greatly frightened, and, having some sense 
of a superior power, first cried every man unto his God. But when 
they learned that the God of heaven ruled the raging of the sea and 
stilled the noise of the waves, “they cried unto the Lord, and said, 
we beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this 
man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood ; for thou, O Lord, hast 
done as it pleasedthee. So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into 
the sea, and the sea ceased from her raging.” It appears that some of 
these mariners were brought to repentance “ by means of these extraor- 
dinary transactions.” For their prayers were heard, and they “ feared 
the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord and made 
vows.” 
When Christ and his disciples were crossing the sea of Tiberias, 
“‘ behold there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship 
was covered with the waves; but he was asleep. And his disciples 
came to him, and awoke him, saying; Lord, save us: we perish.— 
Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a 
great calm.” 
David, in the 107th psalm, teaches us that God is ever ready to hear 
and answer the humble and devout prayers of distressed seamen. 
How encouraging these examples! Let mariners then praise the 
Lord for all his goodness, and daily bow before him in fervent prayer, 
and they will find him a present help in every time of trouble. 
( To be concluded in our next.) 
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Mariners’ Church. 
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MARINERS’ CHURCH. 


Sunday, August 12th, 182%. 


THE friends of our Zion, and the Members of the New-York Bethel Union So- 
ciety especially, will be gratified to learn, that, since the establishment of that In- 
stitution, and the frequent meetings for prayer and religious worship, which have 
been held on board of vessels in our harbour, the attendance of seamen at the 
Mariners’ Church has greatly improved. 

It is now more than a year since the Board which conduct the concerns of this 
Church have depended upon the Rev. Clergy of this city, and those who occasion- 
ally visit it, to supply the pulpit, and, if we rightly remember, this is the first Sab- 
bath on which they have failed to procure a supply. ' 


The Monthly Committee, charged with the duty of procuring a 
preacher, were providentially disappointed, and they concluded to 
invite some of the lay brethren to conduct the meeting, which was accord- 
ingly done. 

Capt. P. commenced the exercises by addressing the throne of grace, 
and particularly for his brethren, the seamen. After singing, a short 
essay on repentence was read by another brother. Mr. W. then made 
a very animated and appropriate address on the same subject, and it was 
evident that He who had so often manifested his presence in that place, 
now condescended to appear again for their help. ‘The seamen (of 
whom there was present a respectable congregation) appeared solemn, 
aud gave the greatest attention, and not a few of them shed tears, appa- 
rently tears of contrition. After the service was concluded by Mr. W. 
some of the seamen appeared reluctant to leave the Church ; one in 
particular, whose weatherbeaten face was bathed in tears, came to 
brother W., and with trembling lips inquired what he should do to be 
saved? He gave Mr. W. his name, and with an earnest request that 
he would visit him. Mr. W., who had an early interview with him, 
states, that “ it was most pleasing and interesting, that the poor man 
found himself a lost, ruined and undone sinner, not knowing where to 
find relief.” 

At evening service the committee were again disappointed in pro- 
curing a preacher, as many of the clergy were out of the city. They 
however, considered it their duty, as there was a large number of sea- 
men present, to have some religious exercises, and called on brother W. 
again, to lead in prayer. He excused himself, saying, “ He had just 
left his family in great distress, and that his mind was not free to speak, 
having (during the interval of worship) heard of the death, at sea, of 
an only beloved son.” But as the Lord gave him great support in this 
trying affliction, the brethren were anxious to have him address them 
again, which he consented to do, and he spoke to them in a manner, 
that I trust will be long remembered by many who were present. * Be- 
fore the services were concluded with prayer by Mr. » Mr. W. re- 
tired to console his afflicted family. Blessed be God, this service, as 
we trust, was not without good effects. After the Congregation had 
retired, I observed a seaman at some distance weeping: I approached 
him, and inquired the cause of his grief. “ O Sir,” said he, “ I find 
myself the most abandoned, ungrateful, ungodly sinner on the face o4 
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the earth! I have despised all manner of instruction,—have been a 
prodigal with my money and my precious time, and now I have reason 
to fear my sout is lost! I never before had such an idea of my sin. I 
came to this place for no good purpose. I told my shipmates we would 
come to church and have some sport ;. six of them eame, but they have 
all left me in terror and sorrow. I expect they will langh me to scorn, 
but I care not for that—my soul is precious.” I asked him his name 
and native place, “ My name,” he replied, “ is G—, and N—, is my 
native place, but I have disgraced my name and my connexions. Be- 
ing early deprived of the tender care of parents, my ungle was exceeding 
kind to me, and always requested me, when in port, to make his house 
my home. But, O, my ungrateful heart refused to go; I preferred to 
go to the most abandoned houses, and pay my board—for my uncle’s 
family is a religious one, and I could not bear to be in their company. 
Oh ! what a wonder it is that God has spared me to this time.” He 
expressed a desire to go and see Mr. W., who had spoken in the meeting. 
I went with him to Mr. W.’s house, and we spent an hour in prayer ; 
and brother W. strove to lead his mind to the only refuge of safety. G. 
then observed, “I am now determined to go to my uncle’s house,” 
which he did; and, I trust, he was kindly received. He expected to sail 
soon, and I requested him to call on me and g& some books. He has 
since visited me twice, and brought one of his shipmates, who was at the 
meeting on Sabbath evening, and who appears to be a seeker after bet- 
ter things than this world can afford. 

In all the solemn and pleasing scenes of this Holy Sabbath, I was 
ready to say, surely God hath blessed and hallowed it. He is able and 
willing to make use of the feeblest means to promote his own glory. 


W hat encouragement have Christians to exert themselves in behalf of 
the long neglected Seamen. When our Lord was on earth, he did 
not neglect them, and we trust he will use us as instruments in spreading 
his everlasting gospel among seamen, and in hastening forward the glo- 
rious triumphs of the King of Kings ! 


A. G. 


BRISTOL (ENG.) JOURNAL. 
Bristol Third Bethel Company.—Mr. P., Superintendent. 


August 23,1820. The John of Plymouth, captain Brougham.—This 
evening held the first prayer meeting with my company, and the Lord 
was present to bless our souls. A spirit of strong supplication was 
poured out on us. About 20 seamen present, who gave serious atten- 
tion. I gave an exhortation, “ Lord, grant that seamen may be brought 
to call on thy name, and to trust in thy grace.” 

Mr. P. has also written in his Minute-book the following anecdote. 

An acquaintance of mine, a Sailor, just arrived in a ship from Ame- 
rica, and who is not religious himself, informs me, that, before they 
sailed for England, a poor Sailor, an Irishman, begged to work his pas- 
sage home, as the vessel was to touch at Ireland, to which the captain 
agreed. It appeared this man had been brought up a papist, but was 
wholly ignorant of divine things, and the slave of vice, but had been 
converted to God by the ministry of the word before they sailed. He 
would as often as possible attend the public worship of God on shore. 
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Such of his shipmates as could be prevailed on, he wquld take with him. 
On one of these occasions he was met by a set of his countrymen, who 
assailed and abused him greatly both by words and blows, to which he 
made no kind of resistance, but meekly observed, how much more did 
his blessed Saviour endure for him. The reason these ruffians assigned 
for their conduct was, that he was a turncoat, and had changed his reli- 
gion. After the ship had put to sea, she sprung aleak, which kept the 
hands so constantly at the pump, that they were almost worn out with 
fatigue, and dejected with the sad apprehension of not keeping her afloat. 
Under these distressing fears and hardships, this pious Sailor was re- 
markably active and cheerful. He animated his shipmates to courage 
and perseverance, as St. Paul did on a similar occasion, assuring them 
that he believed his God would not let them perish. When relieved 
from the pump, his general practice was to retire for private prayer. 
The relator said, “ if ever there was a good man, he was one,” and the 
blessing of God evidently rested on him. 


Bristol Fifth Bethel Company, Cumberland Basin. Mr. R., Super- 
intendent. 

Sept. 11.—The fine ship Magnet, of Philadelphia, being in the Basin, 
outward bound, a Bethel Flag was borrowed, and hoisted on board her : 
our own flag not having been presented to the Company, it was reserved 
for that useful ceremony this evening. A great concourse of people as- 
sembled on board in the evening, among whom were many respectable 
ladies from Bristol, and some from Clifton, all of whom it is believed 
were interested in the cause of religion among Sailors. The Rev. Mr. 
Shurman, of the Countess of Huntingdon’s comnexion, delivered an ani- 
mated Address, from John x. ver. 20, and, at the close, presented the 
colours in due form. ‘The Sailors were very attentive, and requested 
our prayers while at sea. 


From the Sailor’s Magazine. 


THE MARINER’S GLORY. 
HYMN FOR THE BETHEL SEAMEN’S UNION.—Tune, Gospel Invitation. 


JOHN xvii. 





Lo! what wonders love performs, 
All to ransom guilty worms. 

God the Father and the Son, 

To redeem our souls, are One: 
On the Cross the work was done, 
Come and welcome, Sailor, come ! 


Join’d to make redemption known, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, One; 

All unite to open Heav’n— 

Shout my soul! thy sin’s forgiv’n: 
Glorious Union! we are One: 
Come and welcome, Sailor, come! 


Sinking *neath the mighty curse, 

** May they all be One in us!” 
Thus th’ expiring Saviour pray’d, 
Grace, rich grace behold display’d, 
Sinners now in Christ are One ; 
Come and welcome, Sailor, come! 


So when Bethel Seamen join’d, 
Hearts and Souls in One combin’d ; 
One in Christ, and one in prayer ; 
Bound in One, we firmly swear, 
Never from his cross to run. 

Come and welcome, Sailor, come! 


Hail, blessed Union! Seamen, hail ! 
Under Calv’ry’s Standard sail; 
Sweetly press all hands at sea; 
May they all embark with thee! 
Christ and his Redeem’d are One ; 
Come and welcome, Sailor, come! 


‘What! may such a wretch as I, 
Tempest toss’'d, afraid to die, 

Join with you, and sail to Heav’n?” 
Brother, come; thy sin’s forgiv’n. 
On the Cross the work was done ; 
Come and welcome, Sailor, come ! 





